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Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  Stockton  Rural  District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  on  the 
condition  and  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1913. 

An  enquiry  was  held  in  Middlesbrough  by  Major  Norton 
on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board  owing  to  the  Boroughs 
of  Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  applying  to  extend  their 
boundaries.  Middlesbrough  desired  to  include  parts  of  the 
townships  of  Billingham  and  Cowpen,  while  Stockton  desired 
to  include  the  townships  of  Hartburn,  Norton,  Billingham  and 
Cowpen  Bewley.  The  result  of  this  enquiry  was  that  Stockton 
acquired  nearly  the  whole  of  the  townships  of  Hartburn  and 
Norton,  and  this  was  transferred  to  Borough  of  Stockton  on 
November  8th,  1913.  I  have  considered  how  this  will  affect  the 
statistics  and  find  that  as  we  don’t  get  the  deaths  and  births  of 
the  acquired  areas  it  will  only  have  a  very  small  effect  on  the 
returns  so  therefore  the  results  are  taken  on  the  whole  year. 

The  part  of  Norton  and  the  whole  of  Hartburn  which  has 
been  withdrawn  from  your  district  I  fear  will  raise  the  death 
rate  as  they  were  very  healthy  areas  and  comparatively  few 
deaths. 

The  financial  basis  of  the  district  will  be  seriously 
affected,  as  the  area  extracted  was  of  such  high  rateable  value, 
and  the  County  Council  will  be  similarly  affected. 

Births.  The  corrected  number  of  births  in  the  district 
is  448,  with  birth  rate  of  25'5,  last  year  the  number  was  457, 
with  a  birth  rate  26*1.  The  birth  rate  is  still  very  low  and  I 
don’t  see  any  prospect  of  it  increasing,  and  I  regret  that  my 
opinion  is,  that  it  will  decrease. 
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Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the 
year  was  231,  death  rate  13*1,  9  deaths  were  transferred  to  other 
districts,  while  25  were  added  from  other  districts,  making  the 
corrected  deaths  247,  with  a  death  rate  of  i4‘o.  The  marked 
increase  in  deaths  is  from  Pneumonia  and  Heart  Disease,  which 
I  think  was  due  to  climatic  causes,  and  this  was  most  marked 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  district.  There  are  14  deaths 
registered  from  Premature  Birth,  which  is  6  more  than  last  year. 

Sanitary  Condition.  The  health  of  the  district  has 
been  good  except  for  an  abnormal  amount  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  all 
parts  of  the  district  during  the  whole  year,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  at  times  to  trace  the  source.  At  Haverton  Hill  and 
Port  Clarence,  I  regret  to  report  that  the  people  will  not  take 
the  advantages  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  consequently 
there  have  been  more  cases  in  that  district  than  there  would 
have  been  had  the  cases  been  isolated.  Very  few  of  the  tuber¬ 
cular  cases  have  had  sanitorium  treatment  owing  to  t lie  want 
of  accommodation,  and  for  those  that  have  been  in  sanatoria  the 
period  of  treatment  was  too  short  for  appreciable  benefit. 
However  I  hope  that  by  another  year  I  may  be  able  to  report 
some  good  from  both  sanitorium  treatment  and  injections, 
though  I  don’t  expect  the  results  which  many  do. 

The  drainage  of  the  district  has  been  quite  satisfactory 
but  the  effluents  from  the  purification  plants  have  not  always 
been  so  pure  as  I  could  wish.  I  hope  that  the  remedial 
measures  taken  will  improve  them  and  that  the  improvement 
will  be  constant  and  not  intermittent. 

The  house  refuse  and  night  soil  is  almost  entirely  provided 
for  by  ash  closets,  and  the  fortnightly  scavenging  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.  In  many  parts  of  the  district  where  new  houses 
are  erected,  and  the  drainage  will  allow,  your  authority  are 
demanding  water  closets.  The  question  of  water  closets  at 
Haverton  Hill  I  will  deal  with  when  I  describe  the  Parish  of 
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Billingham.  Some  of  the  new  streets  which  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  Authority  are  not  kept  as  clean  and  tidy  as  they 
might  be,  and  this  I  would  bring  before  your  notice. 

The  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  supply  water  to  all  the 
populous  places  in  the  authority’s  area,  and  that  supply  has  been 
plentiful,  and  a  good  domestic  supply.  The  villages  of  any 
considerable  size  except  Wolviston  are  lighted  with  gas. 

All  the  roads  in  your  district  have  been  very  much 
improved  and  are  kept  clean. 

16  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  certified  during  the 


year,  at  the  following  places  : — 

Carlton  Ironworks  ...  ...  io 

Eaglescliffe  ...  ...  ...  i 

Norton  (up  Nov.  8th,  1913)  ...  4 

Newton  Bewley  ...  ...  1 


Building  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the  requirements  of  the 
district,  and  I  fear  that  a  scarcity  of  houses  will  be  the  result. 
At  present  there  is  no  overcrowding.  The  workmen’s  houses 
are  good  and  suitable  for  the  population.  There  are  some  old 
cottages  in  the  agricultural  area  which  if  put  into  good  repair 
will  last  a  long  time  and  make  healthy  and  suitable  dwellings 
for  the  poor,  with  small  families,  a  number  of  back  to  back 
houses  at  Port  Clarence  are  to  be  closed  by  the  owners.  These 
houses  were  built  about  40  years  ago  and  at  that  time  were 
looked  upon  as  beautiful  workmen’s  cottages,  and  are  now  good 
houses  of  the  type,  but  the  works  have  developed  close  to  them, 
and  the  smoke  from  the  coke  ovens  and  the  iron  works  make 
them  unhealthy  and  undesirable  residences.  The  owners, 
Messrs.  Bell  Bros ,  are  making  arrangements  to  build  in  a 
healthier  place,  and  as  soon  as  the  new  houses  are  fit  for 
occupation  these  back  to  back  houses  will  be  closed. 

There  have  no  houses  been  built  by  your  authority  nor 
is  there  any  necessity  to  do  so. 
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319  houses  have  been  examined  under  Housing  and  Town 
Planing  Acts,  and  the  result  is  shown  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

Schools.  The  Schools  are  under  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Durham  County  Council.  There  are  now  7  Non- 
Provided.  Schools,  and  5  Provided  Schools,  2  taken  over.  All 
the  Schools,  except  one,  have  been  within  the  last  few  years 
brought  up  to  date  and  made  sanitarily  and  structurally 
satisfactory.  The  one  is  a  small  non-provided  school  at  Cowpen 
Bewley  old  village,  and  at  present  the  managers  are  taking  steps 
to  have  this  made  to  the  Education  Department’s  satisfaction. 

Milk  and  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds.  The  milk  is  supplied 
from  farms  within  your  area,  and  by  the  farmers,  except  in  two 
cases,  one  at  Norton  and  one  at  Haverton,  and  they  acquire  the 
milk  from  neighbouring  farmers.  The  cowsheds  are  all  up  to 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  kept  clean 
with  regular  white  washing  and  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water. 
The  examination  of  milk  as  well  as  food  and  drugs  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council. 

I  would  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  County  Council 
to  the  necessity  of  enquiry  into  the  purity  of  drugs,  for  the 
people  under  the  Insurance  Act  are  dependent  on  the  supply 
from  chemists.  The  tendency  of  the  trade,  without  supervision, 
will  be  to  supply  them  of  poor  quality,  weak  and  otherwise  not 
dependable. 

Staff.  Consists  of  a  Medical  Officer,  Surveyor  and 
Inspector. 

The  hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  is 
by  contract  with  Stockton  Borough  with  very  satisfactory 
working.  Ordinary  hospitals  at  Middlesbrough  and  Stockton 
ably  meet  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  County  who  have  arranged  that  the  work  be  done 
with  College  of  Medicine  Authorities  in  Newcastle. 
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Tuberculosis.  The  enquiry  into  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  is  done  by  the  health  visitors  and  tuberculous 
Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Council,  and  most  of  the  patients 
are  dealt  with  under  the  Insurance  Act.  Examinations  of  sputum 
and  other  specimens  are  made  as  described  above.  Sanatoria 
are  being  established  throughout  the  County,  by  the  County 
Council,  and  some  are  already  open  in  the  County  for  the 
treatment  of  patients. 

With  the  object  of  lowering  the  infantile  death  rate  all 
the  midwives  are  registered  and  under  regular  inspection  by  the 
County  Council.  Health  visitors  visit  every  birth  with  the 
object  of  advising  as  to  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  infants  ; 
the  notification  of  Ophthalmia  in  Infants  will  now  be  enquired 
into  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  health  visitors,  to 
see  that  efficient  treatment  is  carried  out. 

Smallpox.  No  case  notified.  There  are  about  20  per 
cent,  of  the  infants  unvaccinated,  I  am  told ;  the  reason  being 
conscientious  objections. 

Diphtheria.  23  cases  were  notified,  and  15  treated  in 
hospital.  Many  of  the  cases  spring  up  sporadically  and  no 
source  can  be  traced.  In  some  cases  I  have  suspected  infection 
at  school,  and  very  often  definite  cases  are  accompanied  by  sore 
throats  in  other  scholars. 

Erysipelas.  13  cases  notified,  never  epidemic,  and  in 
no  cases  could  it  be  traced  by  transmission  from  other  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever.  80  cases  w^ere  notified.  There  have 
been  odd  cases  all  through  the  year,  and  spread  over  the  area, 
many  of  which  I  think  were  from  communication  with  the 
neighbouring  towns  where  it  was  prevalent.  In  the  autumn 
and  winter,  in  Norton,  Billingham,  and  Cowpen  the  disease 
became  epidemic,  and  Stockton  also  suffered.  The  isolation 
hospital  was  full  so  that  only  a  few  cases  could  be  removed, 
but  Dr.  Horne  always  obliged  me  by  taking  any  cases  that  were 
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in  any  way  connected  with  the  milk  supply.  Although  the 
disease  was  so  prevalent  there  were  only  two  deaths. 

Measles.  There  was  an  extensive  epidemic  in  the  first 
four  months  all  over  the  district.  The  schools,  Xmas  parties, 
and  other  gatherings  where  children  were  congregated  together 
were  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  the  infection,  and  the 
extensive  area  over  which  the  disease  was  spread.  Four  deaths 
were  the  result  of  this  epidemic.  There  was  another  outbreak 
in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  but  this  was  neither  so  wide 
spread  or  yet  the  cases  so  numerous.  I  noticed  that  a  large 
number  of  the  cases  were  in  children  that  had  had  the  disease, 
some  once,  and  some  twice.  This  fact  would  tend  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  contacts  being  allowed  to  attend  school. 

Typhoid  Fever.  8  cases  were  notified  and  4  cases 
treated  in  hospital,  all  the  cases  were  carefully  enquired  into 
but  the  source  was  not  traced.  In  the  cases  which  died  one  was 
a  foreign  sailor  who  died  in  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority’s 
Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever.  One  case  and  one  death.  No  cause 
was  found. 

Tuberculosis.  Pulmonary  16  cases.  Other  forms  7. 
The  arrangements  for  treatment  is  described  in  a  previous 
paragraph. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified. 

32  deaths  in  the  column  for  Congenital  Debility,  Mal¬ 
formation,  and  Premature  Birth  tells  a  serious  tale  which  I  will 
not  enlarge  upon  here. 

NORTON. 

Census  population  61  n.  Estimated  poplation  6127. 

Births  for  ten  months  and  eight  days  137.  Birth  rate  22‘3. 

Deaths  79.  Death  rate  13. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  was  taken  over  by  the 
Municipal  Borough  of  Stockton,  on  November  8th,  1913.  The 
population  as  near  as  I  can  calculate  is  now  about  200. 
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The  main  sewer  draining  the  village  of  Norton  and 
delivering  the  sewage  into  the  Tees  has  been  finished  and  is 
acting  well.  There  was  a  flooding  of  the  drains  in  a  few  houses 
at  the  top  of  the  village  in  an  exceptional  flood,  which  I  think 
was  due  to  the  sewer  not  being  able  to  take  the  water  from  the 
3  sewers  passing  over  the  Green,  and  at  the  point  where  they 
join,  and  become  one  sewer  at  the  top  of  the  High  Street. 

The  scavenging  was  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
complaints  were  received.  The  village  is  now  well  sewered 
and  quite  fit  and  large  enough  for  the  water  carriage  system  to 
be  adopted.  The  water  supply  from  the  Tees  Valley  Board  is 
plentiful  and  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

BILLINGHAM. 

Census  population  4414.  Estimated  population  4414. 

Births  133.  Rate  30*1.  Deaths  64.  Rate  14*4. 

There  has  beenno  increase  in  the  old  villageof  Billingham. 
The  sewers  have  acted  well  and  a  new  outfall  to  sewer  has  been 
constructed  into  the  Tees.  A  new  and  better  sewer  should  be 
made  to  accommodate  the  property  at  Billingham  Station. 
The  village  is  well  lighted  with  gas  and  the  water  (public) 
supply  has  been  plentiful  and  good.  The  scavenging  contract 
has  been  satisfactorily  done. 

The  continuation  of  the  epidemic  of  measles  from  1912 
into  1913  was  very  large  and  almost  every  child  that  had  not 
immunity  must  have  had  them. 

Haverton  Hill.  The  most  serious  thing  affecting  this 
village  is  the  subsidence  from  the  salt  workings.  All  the  houses 
near  the  salt  wells,  in  Oak  Street  the  subsidence  has  been 
9  ft.  6  ins.,  and  all  the  neighbouring  streets  have  seriously 
subsided  even  the  road  to  North  of  Railway,  and  in  the  new 
schools  evidences  of  subsidence  are  very  serious,  and  if  it  goes 
on  will  damage  the  property.  The  salt  wells  are  two  pipes,  the 
outer  one  takes  the  water  from  the  strata  which  it  passes 
through,  and  the  inner  pipe  is  used  for  pumping  the  brine.  The 
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pipes  go  through  a  layer  of  quick  sand  and  the  water  from  this 
quick  sand  is  drained  by  the  outer  pipe.  The  water  carries  the 
sand  with  it  creating  a  gradual  subsidence  at  a  fairly  regular 
gradient  towards  the  wells. 

Your  Authority  have  taken  the  damage  to  the  property 
in  hand  and  have  given  notice  to  close  a  number  of  the  houses. 
Terms  are  being  arranged  with  owners  of  the  property  to  put 
them  into  good  repair,  and  if  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  your 
Authority,  to  allow  them  then  to  be  tenanted,  but  taking  no 
responsibility  as  to  the  future. 

There  is  a  prospect  of  large  developements  in  the  village 
by  the  building  of  houses  for  the  working  classes,  to  accommo¬ 
date  those  that  are  to  be  turned  out  of  the  property  near  Bell 
Bros.’,  Works  at  Port  Clarence. 

The  question  of  adopting  water  carriage  in  this  village 
came  up  very  strongly  at  the  enquiry,  and  also  the  covering  in 
of  the  sewer  in  the  reclaimed  land  before  it  reaches  the  Tees. 
The  adoption  of  water  carriage  in  the  subsiding  properties  is 
a  matter  for  serious  consideration,  for  one  of  the  great 
consequences  in  the  subsidences  has  been  the  distorting,  break¬ 
ing,  and  lowering  the  levels  of  the  sewers  and  house  drains.  To 
put  an  increase  of  sewage  of  a  dangerous  nature  into  sewers  and 
drains  that  will  not  be  certain  to  retain  it  but  allow  it  to 
filtrate  into  the  ground  beneath  the  houses  and  their  surroundings 
would  become  a  danger  to  health.  The  main  sewer  that  has  to 
be  constructed  over  the  reclaimed  land  will  have  to  be  placed 
on  piles  and  be  of  sufficient  size  to  contain  the  sewage  accum- 
mulations  while  the  tide  covers  the  flap. 

The  scavenging  has  been  regular  and  on  the  whole 
satisfactory,  but  greater  care  should  be  taken  to  cleanse  the 
streets  after  removal.  The  streets  are  not  kept  as  clean  as  could 
be  desired,  and  I  should  like  the  question  settled,  whether  the 
Highway  Surveyor  or  the  public  Health  Officers  should 
undertake  this  work. 
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The  water  from  the  Tees  Valley  Board  has  been  plentiful 
and  good.  The  village  is  now  lit  by  gas  and  there  is  a  plentiful 
supply  available  for  everyone. 

COWPEN. 

Census  population  957.  Estimated  population  957. 

Births  37.  Rate  38'6.  Deaths  18.  Rate  i8'8 

The  old  agricultural  village  of  Cowpen  is  situated  at  the 
north  of  the  township.  It  consists  of  a  number  of  farms,  with 
the  necessary  cottages  surrounding  a  large  village  green.  Some 
of  the  cottages  are  small,  two  rooms,  but  quite  suitable  for  a  small 
family.  A  few  of  them  need  repairing,  but  no  serious 
structural  alterations.  The  village  is  supplied  with  pumps, 
which  have  worked  well  and  given  a  satisfactory  water  supply 
the  whole  year.  The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  need  the  manure  either  for  their  farms  or  gardens. 

In  the  hive  of  industry  at  Port  Clarence  are  Salt  Works, 
Blastfurnaces,  Coke  Ovens,  Rolling  Mills,  Steelworks,  &c. 
Here  are  very  few  houses  except  several  streets  near  the  works. 
The  owners  have  undertaken  to  close  these  as  soon  as  they  can 
build  to  accommodate  their  employees.  The  scavenging  is 
done  by  the  owners  satisfactorily,  and  the  gas  is  also  supplied 
by  the  owners  of  the  works.  The  water  is  good  and  plentiful, 
supplied  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board.  The  sewers  have 
acted  well. 

WOLVISTON. 

Census  population  655.  Estimated  population  655. 

Births  15.  Rate  22*9.  Deaths  n.  Rate  167. 

There  is  no  increase  of  the  population,  and  water  supply, 
sewering  and  outfall  is  the  same  as  last  year.  'The  scavenging 
has  been  satisfactory.  The  question  of  dealing  with  the 
sewage  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor,  who  purposes  to  put 
down  a  satisfactory  purification  plant. 
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WHITTON. 

Census  population  1,113.  Estimated  population  1,163. 

Births  37.  Rate  32'  Deaths  25.  Rate  2i'5. 

Ten  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  all  supplied  with  water  closets.  The  Ironworks  at 
Carlton  Ironworks  have  been  working  well,  giving  remunerative 
employment  to  the  population. 

The  sewers,  outfall  and  irrigation  plant  had  not  been 
dealing  with  sewage  satisfactorily,  but  during  the  year  new 
tanks  have  been  made  and  improvements  in  the  irrigation  have 
been  carried  out,  so  that  now,  if  sufficient  attention  is  paid  to 
the  works,  they  should  work  well  and  give  a  good  effluent. 

The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactory.  The  water  from 
the  Water  Board  good.  Some  improvement  should  be  done  to 
the  back  and  front  of  the  rows  of  houses. 

EAGLESCLIFFE. 

Census  population  1,383.  Estimated  population  1,388. 

Births  29.  Rate  20’8.  Deaths  17.  Rate  12*2. 

The  township  has  been  healthy  except  for  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease,  which  has  come  from  the  surrounding  towns. 
Nearly  all  the  cases  have  been  removed  to  hospital.  The 
scavenging  has  been  satisfactory  and  no  complaints.  The 
sewers  have  all  worked  well,  and  the  water  supply  by  the 
Water  Board  and  the  gas  by  Stockton  Corporation  been  good. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

Census  population  2,842.  Estimated  population  2,847. 

Births  58.  Rate  20*3.  Deaths  33.  Rate  11*5. 

The  villages  of  Hartburn  and  Fairfield  have  been  added 
to  the  Borough  of  Stockton,  and  the  remaining  rural  part  of 
the  township  of  Hartburn  has  been  added  to  the  township  of 
Elton. 
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The  contamination  of  Carlton  Beck  with  the  sewage 
from  the  village  is  now  purified  by  tanks  and  the  effluent  is 
now  quite  good. 

The  scavenging  at  Hartburn  and  Preston  has  been 
satisfactory. 

The  sewers  in  the  different  villages  have  acted  well 
except  Newton  Bewley,  where  the  defect  was  remedied. 

All  the  villages  have  been  well  supplied  by  water  from 
pumps  and  the  public  supply. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BLANDFORD, 

M.O.H. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  DURHAM. 


Chief  Vital  Statistics  for  1913, 

And  their  comparison  with  1912  and  19  n  and 
the  average  of  the  five  years  1906-1910. 


Estimated  population  (1913)  ...  970,070 

„  „  (1912)  ...  95*75° 

,,  „  (1911)  933-78o 


Mean  rate 
for  the 

Annual  rates  per 
population 

IOOO 

5  years 
1906-1910 

I  91 1 

I  Q  1  2 

J9r3 

Birth-rate... 

•  •  • 

33’9 

317 

31-2 

30*6 

Death-rate 

•  •  • 

15-8 

i6'4 

137 

15*1 

Zymotic  death-rate 

•  •  • 

I'9 

2'90 

1'39 

1  *85 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1,000  births 

139 

*59 

106 

>3  7 

Smallpox  ... 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Nil 

O'OO 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

o'oy 

0*07 

O' 10 

0*15 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  •  • 

0*17 

o'i6 

o'i6 

0*19 

“Fever”  (Enteric  and 

Continued) 

O'  1 4 

0  17 

o'o6 

o'o6 

Measles  ... 

•  •  • 

032 

°’44 

072 

C41 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

0*31 

°’39 

o'  27 

0 

HH 

OO 

Diarrhoea... 

•  •  • 

0*92 

165 

C27 

L/~> 

OO 

b 

Phthisis  ... 

•  •  • 

0*92 

o'89 

C91 

0*89 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

074 

o'6i 

072 

°‘53 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases 

2*55 

2*41 

2'  l8 

2*53 

T.  EUSTACE  HILL, 

February,  1914.  County  Medical  Officer. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1913. 
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Table  I. — STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  (for  whole  District.) 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  17,475  ;  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,769  ;  Average  number  of  persons 

per  house,  4‘6  ;  (at  Census  of  19 1 1.) 


Table  II.— STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Yea 
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Notifiable  Disease 

Diphtheria  including  D 
Membranous  Croup  £ 

J 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 
Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Do.  ... 

Totals  ... 

Isolation  Hospital,  name  and  situation — The  Sanitorium,  Stockton-on-Tees,  Stockton  Corporation. 


Table  III.— STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined 
whether  occurring  within  or 

ages  of  “  Residents” 
without  the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year 

1  &  under  2 

2  &  under  5 

_ 

5  &  under  15 

10 

Cl 

I-c 

<u 

nr! 

C 

3 

10 

HH 

25  &  under  45 

45  &  under  65 

65  &  upwards 

whether  of 
“  Residents  ” 
or  “  Non- 
Residents  ” 
in 

Institutions 
in  the 
District 

A  1 ,  f  Certified 

All  causes  <  TT  ,.c  1 

^  Uncertified  ... 

243 

58 

12 

10 

10 

17 

24 

40 

70 

4 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

I 

... 

Measles 

10 

4 

3 

1 

1 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

... 

1 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping-cough 

4 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  &  Croup 

4 

... 

... 

1 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

10 

1 

1 

... 

2 

5 

I 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

3 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

9 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

.... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

20 

... 

... 

... 

■ 

... 

0 

1 1 

6 

Bronchitis 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

30 

1 

5 

2 

... 

2 

5 

6 

9 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

5 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •• 

... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  Diseases  of 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

4 

3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

tion,  including  Premature  Birth  ... 

32 

32 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

... 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

52 

4 

1 

3 

... 

5 

3 

10 

26 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

22 

3 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

19 

Totals 

247 

60 

13 

1 1 

10 

17 

24 

40 

72 

•  .  . 

Table  IV.— STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

c n 

<v 

V 

£ 

7- 

CO 

Total  under 

I  month 

1-3  months 

JS 

4-> 

C 

O 

£ 

1 

CO 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

All  causes 

Certified 

21 

4 

3 

2 

30 

9 

6 

4 

9 

58 

Uncertified 

2 

... 

2 

2 

Measles  ... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

I 

... 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

3 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

•• 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

I 

I 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Enteritis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

1 

Rickets  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

4 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

I 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Premature  Birth 

12 

I 

1 

... 

14 

... 

... 

... 

... 

14 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

5 

I 

2 

1 

9 

4 

2 

... 

... 

15 

Other  Causes 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

23 

4 

3 

2 

32 

9 

6 

4 

9 

60 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  — legitimate  ...  427. 

„  „  — illegitimate  ...  21. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  57. 

,  illegitimate  „  3. 


Norton,  March,  1914. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  again  present  to  you  a  report  of  the 
working  of  the  department  during  the  year  1913. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  inspected,  and  also  on 
complaint  a  special  visit  has  been  made  as  early  as  possible 
afterwards  and  all  nuisances  found  were  abated,  some  without 
notice  of  any  kind,  many  with  only  formal  notice,  and  a  few 
requiring  notices  from  the  Council,  only  14  such  notices  being 
necessary  during  the  year.  This,  I  think,  speaks  well  for  the 
desire  of  most  of  the  owners  and  agents  to  do  whatever  is 
reasonable  and  necessary  to  keep  their  properties  in  a  proper 
state  of  repair.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  prosecute. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made 
and  the  notices  served,  with  the  results. 

STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the 

year  1913. 

Total  visits  made  (including  re-visits)  1,236. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

General 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Remarks 

1.  Public  Health  Acts. 

Notices  by 
Inspector 

order  of 
Authority 

after 

Notice 

Dwelling-houses  I  Foul  Conditions 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

and  <  Structural  defects 

56 

3 

59 

Schools  (  Overcrowding 

I 

1 

Lodging-houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

9 

9 

Cowsheds 

14 

14 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

1 

1 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

128 

4 

132 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

3 

1 

4 

Waterclosets  ... 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

52 

1 

53 

C  Defective  Traps 

8 

•  •  • 

8 

House  j  No  Disconnection  from 
Drainage  J  Sewers 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

V  Other  Faults 

98 

3 

IOI 

Water  Supply  ... 

1 2 

•  •  • 

12 

Pigsties 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Smoke  Nuisances 

•  •  • 

... 

Other  Nuisances 

18 

... 

18 

Totals 

410 

14 

424 

Number 


Remarks 


2.  Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  from  Analysis  ... 
,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit 

for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Un¬ 
wholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 
Analysis 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 


3 


3.  Precautions  against 
Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 
destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  do.  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 

Convictions  for  do.  do. 


l5° 


I 


4.  General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during 
the  year 

Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during 
the  year 


Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 


Do. 


do.  Water-closets 


2 


Ash-closets 
Total  number  of 

Do. 

Do. 


do.  do. 

Water-closets  in  District 
Ash-closets  do. 

Ashpit-privies  do. 


8 

345 

W50 

IO4 


February  13th,  1914. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  great  deal  of  work 
was  done  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  particulars  and 
tables  for  the  opposition  to  the  application  of  the  Middles¬ 
brough  and  Stockton-on-Tees  Corporations  for  an  extension  of 
their  boundaries  so  as  to  include  portions  of  your  district.  As 
you  are  aware  Middlesbrough  were  unsuccessful,  but  Stockton 
Corporation  obtained  a  portion  of  the  Parishes  of  Norton  and 
Hartburn.  This  order,  which  came  into  force  on  November  gth, 
has  now  made  some  difference  to  the  number  of  workshops, 
dairies  and  cowsheds,  slaughter-houses,  &c.,  in  your  district. 

The  number  of  workshops  and  workplaces,  including 
bakehouses,  in  the  district  was  32,  six  of  which  were  added 
during  the  year.  The  number  now  remaining  is  nine,  the 
remainder  having  been  transferred  to  Stockton.  The  places 
were  visited  on  46  occasions  and  three  notices  were  served,  two 
for  -want  of  cleanliness  and  one  for  a  defective  w.c.  Four 
notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  with 
regard  to  nuisances  under  the  Public  Flealth  Acts,  namely,  the 
conversion  of  ash-closets  to  w.c’s. 

No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year. 

There  were  12  slaughter-houses  on  the  register.  These 
have  all  been  regularly  inspected  and  were  mostly  kept  clean 
and  satisfactory.  Two  notices  were  necessary,  one  for  cleansing 
and  lime-washing  and  one  for  repairs.  The  number  now  left 
in  your  district  is  six,  one  has  been  abolished  and  five  are  now 
in  Stockton. 

The  Horse-slaughterer’s  place  has  also  been  closed. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  also  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  23  notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement 
of  various  nuisances. 

The  water  supplies  have  been  again  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  ;  one  more  farm  has  had  the  water  from 
the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  laid  on.  There  has  been  a  few 
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changes,  several  farmers  going  out  of  the  trade.  The  number 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  59,  of  these  four  have  given  up,  21  are  now  in 
Stockton,  leaving  34  still  on  your  register.  One  new  building 
has  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  where  necessary.  The  whole  of  the  premises  and  milk 
vessels  have  been  kept  fairly  clean  and  satisfactory. 

The  sewers  have  all  worked  well,  no  serious  trouble  has 
been  experienced  with  any  of  them,  the  manholes  have  been 
regularly  cleaned  out  and  the  sewers  flushed,  and  settling 
tanks  cleared  when  necessary. 

The  sewerage  works  at  Carlton  Iron  Works  have  not 
been  altogether  satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  number  of  water- 
closets,  &c.,  which  have  been  installed  here  the  sev/age  has 
become  much  stronger,  and  a  new  system  of  tanks  are  being 
put  down,  which  it  is  hoped  will  remedy  the  nuisance  com¬ 
plained  of  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  with  regard  to  the 
effluent. 

A  new  tank  and  filter  with  tippler  troughs  has  been  put 
down  at  Carlton  Village,  and  since  this  has  been  done  the 

effluent  has  been  satisfactory,  no  further  complaints  having 

* 

been  received.  This  place  has  also  been  regularly  visited  by 
the  County  Inspector. 

Trouble  has  again  been  experienced  at  the  Wolviston 
sewerage  works.  These  works  are  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and 
a  new  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  your  Surveyor,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself,  and  will  shortly 
be  put  before  you,  which  it  is  hoped  will  deal  with  the  sewage 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  so  prevent  all  further  complaints. 

The  Public  Pumps  have  been  quite  satisfactory,  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  wholesome  water  having  been  main¬ 
tained  ;  three  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  and  all  found 
satisfactory.  The  water  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board 
has  been  at  all  times  quite  satisfactory. 
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The  scavenging  of  the  various  districts  has  been 
satisfactory.  The  question  of  trade  refuse  was  again  the  cause 
of  some  trouble  at  Haverton  Hill,  but  this  question  has,  I  hope, 
now  been  satisfactorily  settled  and  there  should  be  no  further 
cause  for  complaint.  The  whole  of  the  refuse  was  disposed  of 
to  farmers,  and  only  on  very  rare  occasions  does  this  give  rise 
to  a  nuisance. 

There  were  150  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  and  these  were 
all  enquired  into  and  their  history  traced  as  far  as  possible. 
Whenever  consent  could  be  obtained  the  patients  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  38  cases  being  so  removed.  The 
whole  of  the  premises,  after  removal  or  recovery,  were  dis¬ 
infected  and  also  one  school. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts.  —  During  the  year, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have 
inspected  187  houses  at  Haverton  Hill,  120  houses  at  Port 
Clarence,  and  12  at  Whitton  village.  The  houses  at  the  north 
end  of  Ash,  Oak  and  Elm  Streets,  Haverton  Hill,  have  suffered 
from  subsidence  due  to  brine  pumping,  and  defects,  such  as 
broken  floors,  yard  paving,  drains,  walls  cracked  and  broken, 
also  some  of  the  doors  and  windows.  After  further  inspections 
with  the  Surveyor,  closing  orders  were  served  upon  the  owners 
of  26  of  these  houses,  which  were  in  our  opinion  dangerous. 
An  appeal  was  lodged  with  the  Local  Government  Board  by 
Messrs.  Jackson  and  Jackson,  solicitors,  on  behalf  of  the 
Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  with  regard  to  the  six  houses  owned  by 
them,  but  this  has  since  been  withdrawn,  as  after  an  inspection 
by  your  Committee  and  the  Officers,  and  a  joint  meeting  with 
the  Agents  for  the  owners,  it  was  agreed  to  pull  down  and 
rebuild  the  dangerous  portions  of  the  house  walls  and  the  yard 
walls,  to  put  in  new  floors,  window  heads  and  sills,  and  do 
all  other  repairs  which  in  our  opinion  are  necessary  to  make 
the  premises  safe  and  sanitary.  This  applies  to  all  the  houses 
under  closing  orders  with  the  exception  of  Nos.  27,  41  and  43, 


24 


Elm  Street,  in  these  three  cases  the  orders  are  to  stand.  The 
whole  of  the  sewers  and  drains  are  being  relaid.  This  latter 
portion  of  the  work  is  being  carried  out  by  your  Surveyor  at 
the  expense  of  the  Salt  Co. 

With  regard  to  the  defects  found  in  the  remainder  of  the 
houses  in  these  streets,  I  interviewed  the  several  owners,  and  as 
you  are  aware,  they  have  each  given  an  undertaking  to  carry 
out  all  that  is  necessary  to  put  the  houses  in  a  proper  sanitary 
condition  and  to  your  satisfaction  without  notices. 

A  closing  order  was  also  served  upon  the  owner  of  the 
cottage  at  Two  Mile  Houses,  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Hamer, 
horse-slaughterer,  and  this  has  become  operative. 

With  regard  to  the  houses  at  Port  Clarence,  ioo  of  these 
are  back  to  back.  They  are  mostly  cottages  of  two  or  three 
bedrooms,  but  owing  to  their  very  unsatisfactory  position,  the 
works  having  now  grown  almost  round  them,  the  coke  ovens 
being  adjoining  the  gables  of  most  of  the  streets,  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  ask  the  owners  to  make  them  through 
dwellings.  As  you  are  aware,  the  matter  was  taken  up  by  your 
Clerk,  and  after  lengthy  negotiations  with  the  owners,  they 
have  agreed  to  close  the  whole  of  the  houses  as  soon  as  possible  ; 
with  this  object  in  view  they  have  purchased  some  acres  of 
land  and  plans  have  been  put  before  you  and  passed  for  37 
houses.  The  work  of  building  is  to  be  commenced  at  a  very 
early  date,  and  as  the  new  houses  are  ready  so  the  old  ones  will 
be  closed.  Further  plans  are  to  be  submitted  in  due  course. 

11  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  the  cottages  at 
the  west  end  of  Whitton  village  and  the  top  of  Whitton  Bank 
for  repairs  to  the  floors,  spouts,  yard  paving,  and  also  for  new 
ash-closets,  and  these  are  being  complied  with,  portions  of  the 
work  being  already  complete. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 


